
Share with the group a rule that applied to you when you were younger but 
changed or ceased to apply as you grew up. 

In Galatians 4, Paul attempts to get the truth of the gospel to sink deeply 
into the hearts of the Galatian believers through using four illustrations 
leading the Galatians to the realization that they need to consciously 
choose freedom. 

Read Galatians 4:1-7 
What does Paul compare children to? 

In verse 3, Paul says that before Jesus, people were slaves to what? 

According to 3-7, what three things did the work of Christ accomplish? 

Read Galatians 4:8-11 
How does Paul describe the Galatians before they came to faith in Jesus? 

To what are they “turning back”? 

Before coming to faith, the Galatians followed the principles of paganism. 
Now, they are being tempted by Judaizers to adopt the Mosaic Law. 
However, Paul says they are “turning back” to “weak and miserable 
principles.” How can Paul associate following the Mosaic Law to returning 
to the principles of paganism? 

What is wrong with observing special days, months, seasons, years? 

Read Galatians 4:12-20 
Why do you think Paul goes to such lengths to remind the Galatians of their 
love for him? 

Read Galatians 4:21-31 
Paul claims that all who rely on the Mosaic Law are descendants of whom? 

How can Paul associate the Mosaic Law with Hagar? 

Conclusion 
Which picture of slavery and freedom impacts you the most? How? 

What does it mean for Christians today to choose freedom? 
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